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manuscripts, and to turn to Dr Rieu's admirable catalogues
of the British Museum MSS. for information as to literary
history. But since the introduction into Persia of printing
and lithography, especially since about 1880, the importance
of the manuscript literature has steadily diminished, the
more important books written being either transferred to
stone or set up in type from the original copy. This
printed and lithographed literature has not hitherto received
nearly so much attention as the older manuscript literature,
and it is often impossible to obtain ready and trustworthy
information as to the authors and contents of these modern
books. The recent publication of Mr Edwards's Catalogue
of the Persian printed books in the British Museum1 marks
a great step in advance of anything previously accomplished,
but the notices are necessarily very brief, and contain, as a
rule, no particulars about the authors and only the most
general indication of the character of their works. What is
needed is a catalogue raisonne of Persian books composed
during the last century and lithographed or printed in
Persia, for it is much easier, for reasons which will be stated
immediately, to ascertain what has been published in
Persian in Turkey, Egypt and India.

The fact is that the Persian book trade is in the most
chaotic condition. There are no publishers or booksellers
of substance, and no book-catalogues are issued. Most
books have no fixed price or place of sale ; many have no
pagination; hardly any have indexes or tables of contents.
Often books comprising several volumes change their size
and shape, their plan, and even their nature, as they proceed,
while the author not unfrequently changes his title. Let us
take as an illustration a few of the numerous works of*
reference published under the name of Mfrzi Muhammad
IJasan KMn, who successively bore the titles of Sanf'u'd-

1 London, 1922: 968 columns.   The works are arranged under their
authors, but there is a General Index of Titles and a Subject Index.